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About Me 
Welcome to 2nd grade! I am always excited about a brand new school year, especially this year with so many returning students! Parents, I hope you will feel comfortable calling me Amy. This is my 30th year of teaching, my 29th at Webster. I received my B.A. and credential from UCLA (Go Bruins!) and M.A. in Individualizing and Personalizing the Curriculum from CSUN. I am a National Board Certified Teacher in Early Childhood. My husband, Brian, works for the city of Thousand Oaks as the Director of COSCA (Conejo Open Space Conservation Agency.)  We just celebrated our 10th anniversary on an Alaskan cruise!  I have two daughters, Stephanie (25) and Allison (21).  Stephanie graduated from University Colorado Boulder (SKO Buffs!) in 2017, double majoring in Marketing and Spanish with a minor in Business.  She’s a personal trainer at Equinox in Westlake and plans to attend Pepperdine starting fall 2020 to get her secondary teaching credential to teach Spanish.  Allison is a senior at Pace University in lower Manhattan.  She’s majoring in Economics and minoring in Arts and Entertainment Management. I enjoy spending time with my family, reading, walking, hiking and cooking/baking.  I am a life long learner especially in regards to teaching/education, using the new ideas with my students or when I lead seminars around the country and in Canada.  I am looking forward to having so many of my students again and getting to know my new students.  Here’s to an incredible school year together! 
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My Expectations For Students and Parents

Students

I expect the students in Room 8 to do their best work, to try hard, to follow classroom and school rules, to be good listeners, to be kind and respectful to others and to have fun. 

Parents

I expect you to communicate openly with me, to feel welcomed into our classroom, to help your child learn to be responsible, to work together with your child on homework (see the separate Homework Information page in the handbook), to read with and to your children and to enjoy your 2nd grader.  Take it from me, enjoy every moment because the school years go by way too quickly! 

Please keep this handbook and refer back to it throughout the year.

I expect you to get your child to school on time. School begins at 8:40 (10:00 on Wednesdays). We get to work first thing in the morning and when your child is late, he or she not only is missing out on learning, but also is disturbing the other students.   
Please send your child with a snack every day—even if s/he is purchasing lunch. Learning and playing take energy!
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What You Can Expect From Me

You can expect me to be fair, flexible and open. I will provide a comfortable classroom environment where we work together to learn, listen and grow. We will create a safe place where people can share ideas and learn from mistakes. I will individualize the curriculum to meet the needs of all the students, making sure everyone is appropriately challenged.  I will communicate with students and parents regularly through conferences as needed, weekly Friday blue notes and emails.

Students enrolled in Webster School are not required to pay any fee, deposit, or other charge for participation in an educational activity offered by the school or the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District, except as authorized by law. Donations are sought and accepted for various activities and supplies, and are at times critical to the continued success of classes and activities, but donations are voluntary.
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Curriculum Information

Cooperative Learning: 
I focus a lot on cooperative learning in my class in all subject areas.  I believe that cooperation is essential in a classroom community and in the real world.  Students will be working in pairs, in small groups and individually.  I expect each child to be willing to collaborate with others and to work together.  The purpose of these flexible groupings is to promote cooperation, group skills, responsibility and interpersonal communication. 

Blended Learning

I implement a program called Blended Learning during math and language arts.  Blended Learning is a method that allows student choice about learning, encourages cooperative learning, uses technology as a learning tool and differentiates instruction.  If you are volunteering during this time, you will see students using a check-off sheet to complete required and choice activities.  While the students are completing these activities, I am calling small skill groups over to work with me.  
Common Core State Standards (CCSS):
The CCSS do not comprise new ideas; they encourage a more deep exploration of topics with a focus on mastery and understanding as students build on prior knowledge.

Chromebooks

Chromebooks will be used daily in class.  The students will log on using their smmk12 account, a gmail account that every student in the SMMUSD has.  The programs we will be using and your child has access to at home are…

Lexia

Freckle or Zearn

RazKids

Reflex

Prodigy

Spelling City

All log-in information will be sent home as we start using each program.  

Language Arts:
We will be using Teachers College Reader’s Workshop, Writer’s Workshop and Phonics Workshop.  In addition, we will have a monthly author study, reading books by one author and then writing the author a letter at the end of the month.  We will also be reading a lot of content area (science and social studies) books.  A favorite of the students is our read aloud time, where I will be reading favorite chapter books.  Language arts will also include small group guided reading, directed writing, writing instruction from Write From the Beginning and Beyond, Word of the Week, poetry, Close Reading and core literature.
Reader's Workshop (RWS): (teaches reading behaviors and habits)
The philosophy behind Reader's Workshop is that children get better at reading by reading.  They enjoy reading more when they choose their reading materials and we need to give them time to read things that excite them.  The units we will be covering in RWS are:


*Second-Grade Reading Growth Spurt


*Becoming Experts:  Reading Nonfiction


*Bigger Books Mean Amping Up Reading Power


*Series Book Clubs

We begin each session with a skills-based mini-lesson. Then the children have time to read and practice the skill covered in the mini-lesson. Each student will be reading books on his/her Independent Reading Level, which is the level that the student can read and comprehend with 95% accuracy.  During RWS and Home Reading (more info later in handbook) I will ask the kids to choose books on their reading level or a level above or below. So a student at a “J” level can read books at an “I” or “K” level too.  During RWS, I am either reading individually with the students, coaching them on their reading or meeting with small skill groups. 

Each week I will update the Reader’s Workshop tab on my website with the focuses of the past week’s mini-lessons.  This way you can see what the focuses have been and talk to your child about them at home when reading together.   
Phonics Workshop (PWS): (teaches rules and patterns to read words)
PWS follows right along with the skills covered in RWS and WWS.  Each workshop starts with a mini-lesson which the kids will be practicing to use during their RWS time.  The topics covered are:

*Growing into Second-Grade Phonics


*Big Words Take Big Resolve:  Tackling Multisyllabic Words


*Word Builders:  Construction, Demolition, and Vowel Power


*Word Collectors

PWS has a mascot that helps excite and teach the kids.  Last year we has Rasheed the lion and this year we have Gus the dragon.   
Each week I will update the Phonics Workshop tab on my website with the focuses of the past week’s mini-lessons.  This way you can see what the focuses have been and talk to your child about them at home when reading together.   
Writer's Workshop (WWS): 
Like RWS, the philosophy of WWS is that children learn to write by writing.  We begin each session with a skills-based mini-lesson.  These lessons will mirror the RWS and PWS lessons taught. The units we will be covering are:


*Improving Narrative


*Non-Fiction Writing


*Poetry

After the mini-lesson, the children have time to write. They choose topics, they choose the form of their writing and they write.  The students will use the steps of the Writing Process to create pieces of writing. We end most Writer's Workshop sessions with the Author's Chair where students can share their work and hear comments and questions from the other student authors.  Published student work will be on display on our Writer’s Workshop bulletin board. Come and see!

Each week I will update the Writer’s Workshop tab on my website with the focuses of the past week’s mini-lessons.  This way you can see what the focuses have been and talk to your child about them at home.
Thinking Maps

Thinking Maps is a way for students to visually organize information.  There are 8 maps that are used.  They are…

Circle Map – for defining

Bubble Map – for describing

Double Bubble – for comparing and contrasting

Tree Map – for categorizing and classifying

Flow Map – for sequencing

Multi-Flow Map – for cause and effect

Brace Map – whole to parts

Bridge Map – for analogies

Write From the Beginning and Beyond (WFBB):

WFBB is a school wide writing program using Thinking Maps to help organize ideas before writing.  This program gives direct writing instruction on writing narratives, opinion, expository and response to literature.  The focus in 2nd grade is writing a paragraph: with an opening; supporting examples using a variety of transition words and details; and an ending. 
Poetry/Quote Books: 

Students will be learning at least two poems or quotes a week which will be glued in a poetry book and sent home on Fridays.  Please have your child read the poems or quotes to you and talk about the meaning behind them.  This reading is important as it helps your child practice his/her reading fluency.  
Fluency Passages:

Each Monday, your child will come home with a fluency passage according to their reading level.  The purpose of these passages is for your child to practice his/her fluency (speed, expression, punctuation, and accuracy.)  This passage is to be read multiple times.  The more it’s read the more fluent your child will become.  The passages are to be kept at home.  You might want to keep a folder of them and have your child review the past ones from time to time.  The focus is not on how fast it is read but how smoothly it is read and how your child uses expression according to the words read and the punctuation.  
Math:
The Math program in Room 8 addresses the Common Core Standards in many ways: CGI (Cognitively Guided Instruction,) our district-adopted My Math text, glyphs, word problem practice books, warm-ups, hands-on activities, Versatiles, problem solving, math games, math in literature and Marcy Cook activities. The focus of CGI is problem solving, using multiple, student-selected strategies and extensive sharing and discussing of student work. Students learn to explain their thinking clearly and benefit from hearing other students’ strategies. Examining students’ various strategies gives me a lot of insight into their developmental stages. I use that knowledge to drive the curriculum, addressing the students’ needs and moving them forward. 
Math Facts:

Your child will be expected to start 3rd grade fluently adding with sums up to 18 and subtracting from 18.  We will be spending a lot of time practicing addition strategies and how to use these strategies to solve other addition problems and subtraction problems.  

Addition Strategies:
Doubles – 1+1, 2+2, 3+3, 4+4, 5+5, 6+6, 7+7, 8+8, 9+9

=10 – 1+9, 2+8, 3+7. 4+6, 5+5
Neighbors (doubles + or – 1) – 1+2, 2+3, 3+4, 4+5, 5+6, 6+7, 7+8, 8+9

Fast 9s – 1+9, 2+9, 3+9, 4+9, 5+9, 6+9. 7+9, 8+9

Social Studies: 
Social Studies and Language Arts tie together well in second grade. Some of the units we’ll be learning about are: our government; economics; Pilgrims; and reading and writing biographies of famous people.

Science: 
We will be doing hands-on investigations and inquiry-based learning in the areas of Life Science, Physical Science and Earth Science. The 2nd grade teachers at Webster will be piloting a new science curriculum.  We are excited to see what is involved in it. 
Artist of the Month

Each month we will learn about an artist’s life and practice his/her art techniques.  The artists I am planning on focusing on this year are…

*James Rizzi


*Wayne Thiebaud


*David Hockney


*Alexander Calder


*Wassily Kandinsky


*Henri Matisse
PE: 
We have PE on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Please send your child with proper shoes for participation those days.

Weekly Professor
Each child will get the opportunity to be our special 2nd grade “Professor” for a week. During this week, your child will be able to teach us a skill s/he has and share with us favorite books from home.  A separate note will come home with all the details when it’s your child’s turn. 
Library: 
We go on Fridays, so please return books on time.
Spelling:  
This year, your child will have a combination of Words Their Way (WTW) words and words from the most frequently used words in writing list.  The WTW words are assigned according to a pretest that shows the spelling patterns and rules your child needs to work on.  The first three weeks of the month will be WTW words with the last week will be the most frequently used words in spelling words (like they used in 1st grade.)  

Weeks 1-3 - WTW words will be reviewed in class and the students will have activities to complete with the words in class.  At home, your child should cut apart the word list and do at least one activity each night.  The WTW activities are…

Week 4 - Most Frequently Used Words in writing are words your child has made an error at spelling in a pretest.  Every student’s list is tailor-made for him or her for this week of spelling. Even if the words may seem easy, they are words your child did not know. The students will have six words. They may pick up to 4 more words. My goal is for the students to really learn their words and to spell them correctly in all of their work after the test.  If the student begins misspelling words again, they will reappear on the list of spelling words.
IFOM

If you see this written on any of your child’s papers, it means that the correct spelling of this word is In Front Of Me (on the paper or in the classroom.)  Your child needs to be responsible for spelling words that are available to him/her correctly.  When IFOM is written on a paper, your child will be asked to correct the spelling. 
Optional Work: 
There are some pages in our math and reading programs that we won’t be doing in class or packets from Lexia.  From time to time, Lexia will suggest a review packet on a skill a child is having a difficult time on. I will send these home marked “optional” so your child may do them at home.  They are good practice during long weekends, vacations and if your child needs extra help or challenge. For each page turned in, your child will earn 1 ticket for our monthly drawing. I find this to be a nice incentive for the kids.
Weekend Homework: 
Children have ample time to complete and correct classwork during class time. When they have finished their assignment, they check their Work in Progress folders to see if they have anything else to complete or correct. Students earn Friday Free Choice by finishing all classwork. Work that is still not done by Friday afternoon will come home as weekend homework due Monday. Your support in helping your child complete weekend homework is important.
Volunteering

I am very excited to take advantage of your considerable talents, abilities, and interests in order to increase the richness of our classroom program.  Many of you are eager to contribute your time and talents to our classroom and I am thrilled to have you! As you know, a positive connection between the school and home is vital for your child’s education.  Here is a link to my classroom volunteering needs.  Thank you in advance for volunteering.  Parent participation allows for small group instruction, resulting in more individualized education.

All volunteers need to be approved by the Webster office.   

Homework

I strongly suggest eliminating screen time on school nights and giving your child more time to be a child. Kids need unscheduled time to play, read, draw, use their imaginations and homework takes away from that. I embrace the “less is more” philosophy of homework and have worked hard to ensure what I ask families to do at home is truly important. All homework information is listed on my website: 
Daily 
*Reading 15-20 minutes each night--  with your child reading silently, reading aloud, being read to, or a combination - Book in a Bag is a priority—your child reads this book aloud to you every day (more information to come.) Don’t forget to fill in the monthly reading calendar! 
Throughout The Week 

*Math game/activity—I will send one home and post it each week on my website. These games and activities require an adult (you provide) and many use decks of cards and dice (I provide.) Please do the activity or play the game at least once during the week. These math activities reinforce classroom concepts and are a fun way to connect home and school.

*Spelling practice- lists come home on Mondays and spelling tests are on Fridays—look on my website’s Homework page for suggestions about how to practice
*at least 30 minutes of Lexia

Due by Friday:

30 min. of Lexia

Monthly Projects:
Each month there will also be a project due at the end of the month.  Information about the project will be sent home at the beginning of the month with the date it is due.  Please help your child budget his/her time during the month to complete the project.  The project is meant to take time planning and completing.  You may help your child complete it but please 

Please help your students learn to budget their time. Look at the week and month ahead and plan around busy days. Time management is a life skill!

Birthdays in Room 8
We love to celebrate birthdays! Webster School’s policy is that parents may not send in food for birthdays. Instead, I encourage students to donate a special birthday book to the class. 

A birthday book can be any book that your child loves and thinks other second graders would enjoy. We’ll write your child’s name and birthday inside the cover and students will enjoy this gift for many years.

Please do NOT bring birthday invitations to class to hand out unless everyone is receiving one. This helps to eliminate tears and hurt feelings.

Many families like to provide goodie bags.  This is also okay as long as there is no food in it and make sure you bring one for all the students.  
Home-School Communication

I am available to talk to you, to answer questions or to discuss your child’s progress. I check my email and voicemail at least once a day and promise a timely response. Email is the best way to reach me and is my preferred way to distribute classroom information and announcements. It’s the most efficient way for me to contact all of you and keep you informed. Plus, by going “paperless” as much as possible, we are being green. PLEASE PROVIDE ME WITH YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS ASAP. Mine is:  astark@webstermalibu.org    Please also check out my website at www.mrsstarkroom2.weebly.com  My website does not have my new room number in it.  It still is room 2.

I will try to send a daily email at the end of each school day sharing what we did in class, school activities, suggestions for ways to help at home, coming events and announcements. The students help generate the content for the email, a great way to review what we did in class that day. Please take the time to read this email with your child and use it for a springboard for further conversations. 


On Fridays, your child will bring home his/her Webster folder with the week’s corrected work, Friday Journal (students write about the week in school), Poetry Book and a Friday Blue Sheet. On this sheet I will let you know about your child’s progress, behavior, strengths and ways to help at home. There is a place for parents to sign and to write back to me, if desired. If your child has unfinished classwork from the week, I will send it home as weekend homework. Please make sure the blue Friday report is signed and returned on Mondays, along with any weekend homework, the Friday Journal and Poetry Book.

Reading At Home
Reading at home is one of the most important things you can do to help your child succeed in school. Part of each night’s homework is reading for 15-20 minutes. This should be a pleasurable activity and not a chore! As part of a “balanced diet” of reading, combine different kinds of reading activities: listening to your child read aloud to you, reading aloud to your child, independent silent reading, taking turns reading pages. Your child should read his or her Book in a Bag aloud to you each night—this leveled book targets your child’s specific reading needs. BUT, also be sure that your child participates in the choices about what else to read. If a book is too difficult for your child to read independently, but your child has a high interest in it, that would be a perfect opportunity for you to read aloud to your child!

Reading Calendar
Each month (starting in Sept.), your child will set a goal for how many minutes s/he will read that month. If your child meets the monthly goal, he or she will get a prize book and gets to attend a “Reading Lunch” with me. 
Leveled Books/Book in a Bag


I assess each child at least 3 times during the year to find his or her independent reading level. The books are leveled with different letters of the alphabet. The target starting level for 2nd graders is J. Finding your child’s independent reading level depends on reading fluency (pace,) decoding and comprehension skills. I will have assessed each child individually by the end of the third week of school. During Reader’s Workshop, I ask students to read books that are on the level, one above or one below. For example, if your child is at level J, he or she may read 
I, J or K books. 


The students in Room 8 have the opportunity to bring home a Book in a Bag each day. These books are at each child’s independent reading level. It is essential that you listen to your children read these books aloud to you daily. The more practice they get with these “just right” books, the more their fluency, accuracy and comprehension will improve. Some of them may seem easy to you (please do not tell your child you think the book is too easy!), but they are at your child’s target independent reading level-- they should know 95% of the words!



Your child may check out a new Book in a Bag as often as every day! When your child is ready for a new book, s/he should return the book in the bag in the green book box outside of Room 8. I ask that you treat the reading at home books with care. Many children will use them. Please transport books to and from school in the Ziploc bag provided. If the book is lost, I ask for a $5.00 replacement fee.


Please incorporate the Book in a Bag into your daily reading routine. Talk to your child about what they have read. Have them retell the story in their own words. Ask questions about the story. Don’t forget to fill in a Reading shape for each picture book or for every 15 minutes of a chapter book—idea: keep them in the bag! Your child will be able to take home a Book in a Bag as soon as I have assessed him or her.

Book Orders
Book orders will come home once a month.  This is an easy way to add more books to your child’s library.  The website is..scholastic.com and our activation code is H3QFM.
Parent Tips For Reading: Reading Aloud and Beyond

“You may have tangible wealth untold

Caskets of jewels and coffers of gold

Richer than I you can never be—

I had a mother who read to me.”

By Strickland Gillilan

*Read to your child or have your child read to you for at least 15 minutes every day. This will allow your child to hear one million more words a year!

Becoming a Nation of Readers—funded by US Dept. of Education

· reading aloud (you reading to your child) is the single most important activity to build knowledge required for success in reading

· reading aloud should happen at home and in the classroom throughout the grades

Reading aloud will……

*condition the child’s brain to associate reading with pleasure—we are pleasure seeking. We will voluntarily do something over and over again that brings us pleasure. Every read aloud is an advertisement for pleasure! We want to create lifelong readers!

*create background knowledge.
*build vocabulary—there are more difficult words in books than on TV or usual conversation. There are 3 times more “rare” words in a children’s book than in conversation.

*provide a reading role model.
*improve kids’ reading, writing, listening, speaking and attitude about reading.

*feed reading vocabulary, speaking vocabulary and writing vocabulary. Listening vocabulary and independent reading vocabulary are not the same! Your child can understand books that s/he can’t read independently! You are pouring higher vocabulary words into your child’s ear! You are feeding your child’s writing skill and style.

*open up conversations between you and your child. This is helpful for sensitive subjects. Your child may feel more comfortable discussing an issue when it relates to a character instead of themselves. “What do you think Joe should have done when he heard his friend teasing a classmate?”

What can you do at home?

*Don’t leave reading to the schools. Children who read outside of school are more likely to succeed than those who don’t. Give kids time every day for reading independently. You are getting them hooked on reading—now give them time to do it! The more kids read, the better they will get at it.

*Let your children see you read something every day. Share your excitement about what you are reading with your children.

*What can you buy to help your child be a better reader? 3 B’s—books, book baskets (for the bathroom, kitchen, any room!) and a bedside lamp. Have books available all around your house.

*Get your child a library card and make regular trips to the library.

*Take books wherever you go: the car, the dentist, the market—don’t forget audiobooks.

*Does your child have favorite books? Learn more about the author together!

*Create a neighborhood book club—or a family book club. I can help!

*Monitor and consider eliminating “screen time” on school nights!  At least, make the TV work for you: turn on the closed captioning to increase your child’s exposure to text.

*Take the TV/laptop/tablet out of your child’s bedroom
What’s wrong with watching TV?

It requires and fosters shorter attention span (short segments)—reading encourages and requires longer attention spans.

TV is an antisocial experience while reading is social (reading aloud, discussion time)

Kids can’t ask questions to the TV—children learn the most by questioning.

TV interrupts family conversation.

TV encourages deceptive thinking—quick fixes to problems

Not enough time?
Make it.
It will be the best 15 minutes of your day!
Favorite Read Aloud books for 2nd Grade Families
Picture Books 

Baby in a Basket by Gloria Rand

Brave Irene by William Steig

Captain Abdul’s Pirate School by Colin McNaughton

Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs by Judi Barrett

Erandi’s Braids by Antonio Hernandez Madrigal 

Ira Sleeps Over by Bernard Waber

Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes 

Rotten Teeth by Laura Simms 

Seven Silly Eaters by Mary Ann Hoberman 

Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles

Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig 

Thank You, Mr. Falker by Patricia Polacco

Thomas’ Snowsuit by Robert Munsch 

Tikki Tikki Tembo by Arlene Mosel 

The Wretched Stone by Chris Van Allsburg 

Short Novels

Chocolate Fever by Robert K. Smith

Frindle by Andrew Clements 
How To Be a Perfect Person in Just 3 Days by Stephen Manes 
My Father’s Dragon by Ruth S. Gannett 
Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat 
Stone Fox by John Gardiner 
Wayside School series by Louis Sachar

Full-Length Novels

Adventures of Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi 
Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket 
Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo 
Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White

A Dog Called Kitty by Bill Wallace 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. Rowling  
James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl 

Ramona the Pest by Beverly Cleary

Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sachar

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume 
What books do you love? Please share!

Extra Information:

Label Everything!!!!

Make sure all clothes, backpacks, hats, jackets, etc. are labeled.  Many children forget what their own belongings look like.  

Phone Calls

The office will most likely take a message.  If they connect you during the day to my room directly, please tell me your message quickly.  Chances are the call is interrupted something I was doing with the class.  

PS Arts

Second grade PS Arts is music and visual arts once a week.  

Plays

We will be performing two musicals this year - Fri., Dec. 20 at 9:00 and Fri., Dec. 5 at 9:00.  Please let me know if your child will NOT be available to perform.  

Supplies

Your child has all the supplies s/he needs in class.  Please keep all extra supplies at home for homework.  

Students enrolled in Webster Elementary School are not required to pay any fee, deposit, or other charge for participation in an educational activity offered by the school or the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District, except as authorized by law. Donations are sought and accepted for various activities and supplies, and are at times critical to the continued success of classes and activities, but donations are voluntary. 
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